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Autumn Term 2026 Newsletter

Dear Parents,

I hope you are all having a good summer so far.

We are really looking forward to welcoming all the children when we return on Monday 7th September.

If you need to change any days/sessions for your child, then please let me know as soon as possible, thank you.

To all the new parents, we use the side gate as our main entrance and exit, where parents/carers/children can wait safely in the gated outside nursery play area until a member of the nursery staff opens the gate at the specified opening times. Please remember that on the notice board situated by the side gate there is a doorbell as well as up to date news and information for your interest.
Staff News
We are very happy to share that we will be welcoming a new member to our team when we return. Laura Bishop will be joining us, and she already knows our setting well as her eldest daughter previously attended our nursery. Laura holds a BA (ITE) in Primary Education with QTS and brings many years of experience working in educational settings. I am sure you will join me in warmly welcoming Laura.
Fundraising Committee
We currently do not have a fundraising committee, and we would love to bring together a small group of parents and carers to help us plan future events. We rely on the money raised through fundraising to support essential resources, staff training, workshops, visiting theatre groups and other enrichment experiences, as well as our SEND provision — all of which directly benefit the children. We are looking for people who can share ideas for events and help organise them — for example, our upcoming Christmas Market is one occasion where a committee makes a huge difference. If you would be interested in joining the committee, we would love to hear from you.
Toys From Home
Please may we kindly ask that children do not bring in toys from home when they come to nursery. This is to avoid unnecessary distress to the child should their toy be accidentally broken or lost.  If your child really cannot leave home without a toy, we will have a special box at nursery for home toys to live in whilst they are at nursery. However, children who are new to nursery and in their settling in period, we appreciate that they can often benefit from the comfort of a familiar object such as a favourite teddy or comforter.
Term Dates 2026/2027
I am attaching the term dates for 2026/2027 for your information.
2026/2027 Funding Forms
When we return, I will be handing out funding forms for those that are eligible for FEET, Working Parents Entitlement for Two Year Olds (15 hours or 30 hours), free funded childcare for 3 and 4 year olds (15 hours and working parent 30 hours a week).  I would very much appreciate it if these could be completed, signed and returned to me as soon as possible.  I will also need to see proof of DOB, by either a copy of your child’s birth certificate or passport.  Thank you.
Invoices
Invoices will be generated and sent via the parent app, Ovivio (formerly known as Blossom).   Please note that we do not accept cash payments, I am sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.  The preferred method of payment is bank transfer via online banking, details will be on the app. Invoices can be paid weekly, monthly or termly if final payment is received by the last day of the term.  Invoices will be sent the second week of the term to allow for any changes to sessions that may happen during the first week.

Diary Dates
Fairtrade Fortnight – Monday 21st September to Friday 2nd October
We are excited to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight at nursery over these two weeks.  Through our theme, "Do it Fair", we want to teach the children about kindness, sharing, and where our food comes from. The children will explore how everyday treats like bananas and chocolate are grown by farmers far away. We will enjoy special tasting snacks, play with Fairtrade items in our pretend grocery shop, and read stories about looking after our planet and its people. To help bring our shop to life, please save and send in any empty packaging featuring the Fairtrade logo (like coffee boxes, banana stickers, wrappers). It is a wonderful, hands-on way for the children to discover how we can all help take care of others around the world.


Space Week – 5th October to Friday 9th October
Our nursery will be celebrating World Space Week, and we are looking forward to a fantastic week of learning and discovery. Our little astronauts will be taking part in a variety of fun, space-themed activities designed to spark their imagination, early language, and counting skills.
Diwali and Remembrance Day – 2nd November to 6th November
We will be exploring two special events. To celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Lights, children will be getting creative by moulding clay diyas, designing bright rangoli patterns, and exploring light in our dark dens.  We will also observe Remembrance Day in a gentle, age-appropriate way by creating beautiful poppy crafts and sharing stories about kindness, peace, and looking after one another.
Nursery Rhyme Week – 9th November to 13th November
Nursery rhymes are vital for developing early language, literacy, and maths skills. Throughout the week, the children will take part in the "Rhyme a Day" challenge, exploring five classic rhymes through exciting sensory play, counting games, and musical activities.
Children In Need – Friday 13th November
We will be raising money for this very worthwhile cause.  BBC Children in Need is a charity that provides grants and funding to projects based in the UK that have the aim of helping disadvantaged children and young people.  More details nearer the time.
Monday 23rd November – ‘Hare & Tortoise’ Pied Piper Theatre Production
We are very excited to be once again welcoming the Pied Piper Theatre Company to perform their production ‘Hare and Tortoise’ – 
“Ready? Steady? Go!
But who's the fastest; who's the best? Who will finally win the race? Younger, fitter, faster Hare - tearing around, unable to wait - or slow and steady Tortoise - taking the time to look at the stars?
Find out in this funny, tender, award-winning adaptation of the well-loved story as we journey through the seasons from bud-bursting spring to snow-falling winter in a production brimming with music, movement & colour.”
All nursery children are invited to watch this show.  If your child does not usually come to nursery on a Monday and you would like them to watch the show, please drop them off at nursery promptly at 9:45am (10am start).  The performance is about 50 minutes long so please collect your child at 10:50am – obviously this collection time is for those children who do not attend nursery on a Monday.  For those children who do attend on a Monday it will be normal collection times.  A reminder will be sent nearer the time.  Receiption, Years 1, 2 and 3 from St Mary’s School will also be joining us to watch the performance.

Sunday 29th November – Nursery Christmas Market
What better way to kick start the Christmas festivities.  Lots of fun activities for children with such an amazing array of stalls.  More details to follow.
Tuesday 8th December – Reindeer Visit with Santa’s Sleigh and Elves
Shhhhh! Don’t tell the children.
We will once again be welcoming two of Santa’s reindeer and his sleigh, not forgetting a couple of his elves, as a special Christmas treat for the nursery children.
This is open for all nursery children.  If your child does not normally attend on a Tuesday, then you are more than welcome to drop your child off at nursery for an hour so they can experience this.  More details to follow.
Friday 18th December (last day of term) – Nursery Nativity
Please note that this is not a 'normal' nursery day and that our last 'normal' nursery day will be Thursday 17th December. More details to follow.

Nursery Children T-shirts and Sweatshirts
We have nursery logoed children’s t-shirts and sweatshirts available to purchase. These come in a smart navy blue and proudly feature our nursery logo. The t-shirts are priced at £7.50 each, and the sweatshirts are £10 each. Both items are available in sizes 2–3 years, 3–4 years, and 5–6 years. If you would like to buy one (or more) for your child, please speak to a member of staff or email me to place your order.
Named Items
Please remember to bring your child with a named coat and a named bag with a change of clothes, and a named bottle of water.  Also, if possible, a pair of named wellington boots as we will be doing excursions around our beautiful village as well as Forest School activities.
Lunches
· If your child stays for lunch at nursery, we kindly ask parents to continue providing healthy, balanced lunches. A nutritious lunch helps keep the children energised, focused and ready for play and learning. Simple options such as sandwiches or wraps with a healthy filling, fruit, yoghurt, chopped vegetables, pasta salads or rice dishes work well. We ask that lunchboxes avoid sweets, chocolate bars and crisps. Thank you for helping us promote healthy habits and making lunchtime a positive part of the children’s day.
· If your child will be staying for lunch, please put your child’s name clearly on the lunch bag/box as sometimes we may have more than one of the same designs.
· Please note that we have a strict ‘No Nuts’ policy at the nursery.
· If you include grapes in your child’s lunch, please make sure that they are cut lengthways.
· Popcorn is also not allowed due to being a choking hazard.
· If needed, please ensure that your child’s lunch box remains cool by including an ice pack as refrigerated storage is limited at the setting.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

We look forward to seeing you all very soon.

Leigh and the Nursery Team
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