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Spring Term 2026 Newsletter


Dear Parents/carers,

I hope you have had a good Christmas and wishing you all a Happy New Year.
We are really looking forward to welcoming all the children when we return on Monday 5th January 2026.  
If you need to change any sessions for your child then please let me know as soon as possible, thank you.

Firstly, I must say how proud we were of all the children for their performance in the nursery nativity ‘Shine Star, Shine!’.  The children truly shone, impressing us all with their enthusiasm and confidence as they took to the stage in front of their families and friends. It was a heart-warming experience for everyone present.

Information to all the new parents - we use the side gate as our main entrance and exit, where parents/carers/children can wait safely in the gated outside nursery play area until a member of the nursery staff opens the gate at the specified opening times.  Please remember that on the notice board situated by the side gate there is a doorbell as well as up to date news and information for your interest.

Staff News
· We are delighted to say that Holly Fox will be rejoining us following her maternity leave, with her first day back scheduled for Monday, 19th January. Holly will be resuming her duties as Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), continuing to provide invaluable support to both our children and staff in this important role.  She will be working Mondays and Fridays.
· As you know, Mary has now stepped down as a permanent member of the nursery team. However, she will continue to support us as bank staff when required. She has asked me to convey her heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone for the wonderful gifts and the kind words she received.



Fundraising
The Christmas Market proved to be our most successful in recent years, raising an impressive total of approximately £1,700. This achievement helped us to fund a special Reindeer visit to the nursery during the final week of term. The children thoroughly enjoyed meeting Donner and Blitzen and had a wonderful time playing on Santa’s sleigh.  
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Alex Billings and Honor Coates for their tremendous efforts in organising the market.  It would not have been the success it was without their commitment. Thanks also to the parents and staff who volunteered to help on the day.  Our gratitude also goes to The Crown for sponsoring the event and covering the cost of the hall hire.
We are continually seeking new members to join our fundraising committee. If you would like to get involved, please let us know. Fundraising events are essential for raising much-needed funds for the nursery, and without them, we would not be able to purchase new resources for the children, staff training or fund events.
 
Diary Dates
· Nursery Annual General Meeting
 – date/venue to be confirmed.
· Holi, Festival of Colour – Wednesday 4th March
Building on the tremendous success of last year, we are pleased to announce that the sponsored 'Colour Run' will once again be held for all nursery children. This event promises to be an enjoyable and engaging way for the children to help raise funds for their nursery. The Colour Run is a fun run in which participants—including both the nursery children and members of the nursery team—are showered in vibrant coloured powder. The activity takes inspiration from the Hindu festival of Holi, which celebrates the arrival of Spring, love and new beginnings. Further details regarding the event will be shared soon. 
· World Book Day - Thursday 5th March
For all the nursery children to take part we will be celebrating World Book Day all week (Monday 2nd March to Friday 6th March).  We would like to ask that your child bring in their favourite book from home so they can share the stories with all their friends.  It is also fun for them to come to nursery dressed up as their favourite book/nursery rhyme character, but please do not feel obliged or go out specially to buy a costume.  We will have the nursery dressing up box out so all the children can have a chance at dressing up.
· Red Nose Day (RND) – Friday 20th March
· The nursery will be taking part in a very worthwhile cause by supporting Red Nose Day (RND). RND plays an important role in assisting local community organisers both in the UK and across the globe. Through fundraising efforts, money raised contributes to a range of vital initiatives, such as stocking the shelves of baby banks and community food centres. Additionally, these funds help to support essential community-led services, including health workers and youth safe-spaces, and also aid in providing safe passage for people escaping danger. During the week commencing Monday, 16th March to Friday, 20th March, a collection box will be available for children to donate any spare pennies they wish to contribute. As part of our commitment to raising awareness, nursery staff will organise activities with the children to help them understand the importance of fundraising and how their contributions can make a difference to others. Details about the theme for the week will be shared nearer the time.
· Nursery Easter Show – Friday 27th March
The nursery children will be performing an end of term show on this day.  The story is yet to be confirmed and more details will be given soon.

Nursery Trustees
Last term we were pleased to welcome Sheila Buckley, the former Headteacher of St Mary’s School, as she joined our Board of Trustees. Sheila’s distinguished career in education has equipped her with a wealth of knowledge and experience, which she now brings to her new role with us. The trustees are delighted to have Sheila’s support and values the insight and guidance she will provide.

Term Dates
Please find attached the nursery term dates for your reference, along with this newsletter. We wish to inform you that an additional closure date has now been added to the nursery calendar. This is due to a local election, which is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 7th May 2026. The election will take precedence over the use of the village hall, meaning the nursery will be closed on this day. However, we will be making productive use of the closure by holding a staff training day during this time. 
 
2025/2026 Funding Forms
Upon our return, I will be distributing funding forms to families who qualify for various childcare entitlements. These include FEET, the Working Parents Entitlement for Two Year Olds (either 15 hours or 30 hours), and free funded childcare for children aged three and four years old (15 hours, or 30 hours per week for working parents).
It would be greatly appreciated if you could complete, sign, and return these forms to me as soon as possible after receiving them. For those parents who have already submitted their forms, I will check whether the Spring Term 2026 section has been filled in and will notify you if any further information is needed.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter and your ongoing cooperation.
 
Correspondence
I have included all parents in the email group to send newsletters and information relating to the nursery.  If you do not want to receive correspondence via email, then please let me know and I will take you off the group. Thank you.


Invoices
I will be generating invoices during the second week when we return.  The invoices will be sent via the Ovivio App, our educational platform (formerly known as Blossom). If you would prefer to receive a paper copy, please let me know and I will print it off for you.  Please note that we no longer accept cash payments, I am sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.  The preferred method of payment is bank transfer via online banking (details will be on the invoice), however, we have set up a card/contactless payment device at the nursery if this is easier.

Now for the obligatory information………
Please remember to bring your child with a named coat and a named bag with a change of clothes, and a named bottle of water.  Also, if possible, a pair of named wellington boots for Forest School, outside play and excursions around our beautiful village.
We do not allow any sugary drinks at our setting. If your child will be staying for lunch please put your child’s name clearly on the lunch bag/box as sometimes we may have more than one of the same design.  As before please adhere to our healthy eating ……………
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Food Allergies
Please remember that we have a ‘NO NUTS’ policy at our nursery.  So please, please check ingredients on all foods.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Thank you and a Happy New Year.

Leigh and The Nursery Team
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